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Wisconsin working families the real winners on election night
Madison, Wis. – Election night produced big victories for working families in Wisconsin, as pro-labor candidates swept elections in state and federal races.
AFT-Wisconsin made endorsements in thirty-nine state assembly and senate races. Of these thirty-nine races, thirty-one resulted in victory for the AFT-Wisconsin endorsed candidate. President-elect Barack Obama and incumbent 8th District Congressional Representative Steve Kagen, both endorsed by the American Federation of Teachers (AFT) and the AFL-CIO, also won decisive victories.
AFT-Wisconsin President Bryan Kennedy said that AFT-Wisconsin members recognize the urgent need for change. “The country has been headed down the wrong track for a long time. As a union of professional public employees, AFT-Wisconsin members feel the effects of wrongheaded policies deeply. Our members are constantly asked to do more with less as they face an economy in crisis, a budget balanced on the backs of state employees and an ineffective public school funding formula.”
Kennedy commented that AFT-Wisconsin members were especially involved in the 2008 elections. “AFT-Wisconsin members realize the urgent need for change, and they unswervingly walked the walk. From Milwaukee to Superior, hundreds of AFT-Wisconsin members turned out to hit the pavement and the phones to talk with union members around the state to turn out the vote in these crucial elections.”
Kennedy has high hopes for the incoming leadership. “The pro-labor majority recognizes the value of working families and of the labor movement as a whole. Under their leadership, we are looking forward to making great progress for Wisconsin’s professional public employees. I congratulate pro-labor candidates on their victories tonight and look forward to working with them in the upcoming legislative session.”
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