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Statement of AFT-Wisconsin President Bryan Kennedy on Wisconsin budget deficit
"As Governor Doyle stated at today's press conference, working families across the nation are facing a once-in-a-generation fiscal crisis. We are hardly immune to this crisis in Wisconsin, as we have just learned that we face a $5.4 billon budget deficit.

"In these uncertain times, there are no magic bullets to fix the problem; however, Governor Doyle laid out a roadmap for the citizens of Wisconsin today. His commitment to protecting education, funding core services like health care, passing a hospital assessment and, above all, creating jobs is a bold step in the right direction.

"As the governor and legislature debate the specifics of a budget bill, it is crucial that they explore every possible avenue to collect revenue already owed to the state and to hold corporations accountable to pay their fair share. Proposals such as a streamlined sales tax, closing the 'Las Vegas Loophole' and instituting a hospital assessment should be considered by the governor and legislature.

"It is crucial that our leaders bear in mind that as the economy worsens, Wisconsin citizens will rely more and more on services provided by the State of Wisconsin. Attempting to cut our way out of this crisis would only tighten the squeeze that these families are already feeling.

"Nonetheless, there is no doubt that, over the coming years, Wisconsinites will need to make sacrifices that we are not used to making. While cuts in state services may be a necessity, we are confident that the legislature and Governor Doyle will advance with caution, eliminating positions that are vacant. I fully expect that, to paraphrase President-elect Obama, our leaders will proceed with a scalpel and not a hatchet.

"On behalf of the 17,000 professional public employees represented by AFT-Wisconsin, I very much look forward to working with the governor and the legislature to find solutions to the epic financial challenges that we face. I am confident that under his leadership, we can get our economy back on track."
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