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Amendment 7_Constitution 
Board vacancies filled by election by members 

 

ARTICLE VI: Officer Duties and Authority 

 

Section 3. At the post-convention Executive Board meeting, the board shall appoint a board member to serve as 

Senior Vice President should the president be unavailable or leave office. The Senior Vice President shall act as 

presiding officer in the absence of the President. and shall succeed to the office of President for the duration of the 

unexpired term iIn the event of death, resignation, or termination of active membership in the State Federation by 

the President, the Senior Vice President shall succeed to the office of President for the end of the unexpired term 

or until a special election is held according to Article VI, Section 7 whichever occurs first. The Senior Vice President 

shall also serve as an alternate to AFT Conventions and Wisconsin AFL-CIO Conventions. 

 

Section 7. In the event of the death, resignation, termination of active membership in the State Federation, or 

removal from office of any member of the AFT-Wisconsin Executive Board, the members of that Board seat’s 

jurisdiction shall elect the departing officer’s replacement. Executive Board members of AFT-Wisconsin shall be 

elected by the members of their constituency, with each member having one vote. The President, Secretary, and 

Treasurer shall be elected by the full membership of AFT-Wisconsin with each member having one vote. The 

Council Vice Presidents shall be elected by the members of their council. The Regional Vice Presidents shall be 

elected by the members of their region. With the consent of the Executive Board, interim board members may be 

assigned to serve until the election in the following ways: 

(a)  the Secretary or Treasurer, the Executive Board shall elect one of the Regional or Council Vice Presidents to 

fill the office for the duration of the unexpired term. 

(b)  a Regional Vice President, the President shall appoint, with the advice and consent of the Executive Board, 

a new Regional Vice President to serve out the duration of the unexpired term. 

(c)  a council Vice President, the governing body of the appropriate council shall appoint a new council Vice 

President to serve out the unexpired term as a council Vice President. 

 

ARTICLE VII: Elections 

 

Section 1. A call for nomination of officers shall be made six (6) months prior to Convention by notice to all locals 

and to all members at large. If an officer vacates their office due to death, resignation, termination of active 

membership in the State Federation, or removal from office, a call for nominations shall be made within thirty (30) 

days after their departure from office by notice to all locals and to all members. The election will occur no less than 

sixty (60) and no more than ninety (90) days after the call for nomination has been issued. 

 

 

Submitted by, 

Ben Balcom, AFT Local 3535 

 

With legal counsel raising concern, The AFT-Wisconsin Executive 

Board will wait for further analysis before making a recommendation. 

_____Adopted 

 

_____Adopted as Amended 

 

_____Defeated 
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Rationale 

When a seat on the Executive Board becomes vacant, under the current AFTW constitution, rank-and-file 

constituents have no role in determining their new representative. Appointees to vacant positions are therefore 

accountable to the President, Executive Board, or council governing body rather than to their constituents. There is 

usually no call for candidates and the constituents of the seat are usually not consulted in any form. Since Board 

seats become vacant fairly often, this creates a serious lack of democratic accountability in how the Executive 

Board functions. This amendment corrects this problem by filling vacant Board seats through election of Board 

members by their constituents. 

 


